


 

Figure 1 Battle of Benfleet Mural Stone Richmond Park 

The mural is to commemorate a battle which took place near the area where the station
actually sits now. A battle which took place over 1000 years ago during the time of
Alfred the Great.

https://fortheloveofhistory.home.blog/2019/03/22/vikingvsaxon/

 Evidence shows that a fort may have been around or near Benfleet station car park.
The ships would have been anchored in the marsh around the Canvey side of the
railway bridge and up by St Marys church and behind the Anchor n pub

When developing the area to make way for the station some garments of charred
Viking ships were found, either from the battle itself or just from some discard Viking
ships from the time.

In addition The A130 road from Sadlers Farm roundabout to Canvey Island follows the
route of the original Roman road. Its construction in 1971 brought to light a number of
artifacts dating back to the early settlements in the area.

The name of the town originates from the time of the Saxon settlers in the 5th Century,
when the area was largely marshland. They named the area Beamfleote, meaning "tree
stream", being the area where the creeks from the River Thames adjoined the wooded
area to the north. 

Cultural remnants which have been buried by sediments are in many environments
more likely to be preserved than exposed cultural remnants. Natural actions resulting in
sediment being deposited include alluvial (water-related) or aeolian (wind-related)
natural processes.

The Council have failed to provide evidence of the Historical significance of this area.
Ergo No Development should be allowed until an in-depth Archaeological exploration
has been carried out including geophysics, field surveys and test trenches.

2. Achieving sustainable development

Paragraphs 7 to 14

 

7. The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the
achievement of sustainable development. At a very high level, the
objective of sustainable development can be summarised as meeting
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs

 Infrastructure

In the last few days, this area has suffered from major disruption.

 

a. Saturday 21st August – Anglian Water Treatment Facility Watlington Road

Many Residents from the immediate local area, reported a high level of odour
emanating from the Water Treatment Facility (aka Sewage plant ).The smell was
so intense, there were reports received over a distance spanning roughly 4 miles,



from London Road, Tarpots to Hadleigh.

Anglian Water Sewage plant – Major incident  JN 59415844

Andrew Sheldon “They discovered some holes in the Final Settlement
Tank which had caused some sewage spillage onto the grounds of the
plant. Anglian Water tell me the tank was urgently repaired and all the
ground contamination has now been cleared.”

 

There have been ongoing problems at the plant for over a decade,
residents were promised things were being resolved in 2010 and
improvements would solve the odour issue.

Andrew Sheldon – now leader of the Council is acutely aware of these
problems, having been Councillor for St Marys Ward for many years

 

However, residents still suffer from odour nuisance , untreated sewage
spillages & foul water discharge into the water course in the adjacent
playing fields (Richmond Park)

 

https://www.echo-news.co.uk/news/local_news/8338757.is-big-stink-
mystery-solved/

https://www.echo-news.co.uk/news/local_news/8997631.just-when-is-
this-stink-going-to-be-sorted-out/

https://www.castlepointconservatives.com/news/rebecca-helps-secure-
%C2%A3350000-investment

 Lack of Investment and the Plant operating over capacity, are
responsible for this failure , contrary to AW claims, The Plant is not able
to cope with more capacity, regardless of the attached Statement of
Common ground:

HO9 Modification M10.4 agreed by both parties

10.16 It will also be necessary to demonstrate integration of sustainable
drainage techniques as part of the green infrastructure requirements,
particularly given the site's topography, and proximity to Flood Zones 2
and 3 to the south east of the site. This will be to ensure that surface
water is managed appropriately in order to prevent flooding of
properties on or nearby the site.

Outstanding Areas of Uncommon Ground

 7. A modification to part 1 of Policy NE10 is proposed by the Council –
modification number M19.26. In the view of the Council this deals with
both the issue raised in representation 136 by Anglian Water and matters
raised in the Habitats Regulations Assessment Report including
Appropriate Assessment Update 2020 (Reference: EQ-010).

 Modification M19.26 –. All new development should demonstrate
that adequate foul water treatment and drainage already exists or
can be provided in time to serve the development. This must include



confirmation that there is adequate quantitative and qualitative
capacity at the Water Recycling Centre which would serve the
development. Where either the quantitative or qualitative capacity of
the Water Recycling Centre would be exceeded, or would otherwise
have an adverse effect on the water quality of the nearby Benfleet
and Southend Marshes SPA and Ramsar site and Thames Estuary
and Marshes SPA and Ramsar site thereby affecting their integrity,
either alone or in combination with other plans and projects, the
proposal will be refused.

 Although this clause has been inserted under the heading of Habitat, it is
equally relevant to people & property.

 It should be noted that AW made no comment re the following.

Pre-Submission Sustainability Appraisal

  4. Anglian Water Services made no comments in relation to the Local
Plan Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and the SA submission document and
its accompanying addendum report.

 

·         Pre-Submission Habitats Regulations Assessment

                5. Anglian Water Services made no comments in relation
to the Pre-Submission Local Plan Habitats Regulations Assessment
(HRA) and the HRA submission document and its update.

 

 

 

b. Broken Water Main

 

I. Last week, Benfleet High Road has been completely closed
in both directions following a Major incident.

 

High Road in South Benfleet, Essex, was first shut last
Monday (August 23)

A spokesperson for Essex & Suffolk Water said: "Our
technicians were called out to a burst on the High Road in
Benfleet on Monday morning.

These repairs were completed and water supplies were
restored to the area by 10.30am on Tuesday morning.

 

II. This was shortly followed by another Burst Pipe near the














